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Mission
The Worcester Chamber Music Society enriches the community through professional 
concerts and educational programs.

We seek to engage people of all ages through our innovative programs, collaboration, 
and outreach.  We strive to uplift youth through music-making and mentorship.  
Our goal is to contribute to the vibrant, cultural fabric of the Worcester community in  
a meaningful way.
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Dear Friends,

Thank you to all of our donors, community partners 
and volunteers for making 2016 a year of growth and 
success!

In 2006, we performed our first concert for 250 people 
in the basement of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Surprised by the 
size of the audience, it was the sign we needed to pursue 
our dream of building a “chamber music society” for the 
Worcester community.

Ten years later, connection and collaboration continue 
to be the hallmark of our success as an organization. 
Partnerships with Clark University, Mechanics Hall, 
and Music Worcester, to name a few, have increased 
our visibility in the city and helped create unique 
opportunities that serve our musical community.

Our 10th Anniversary year saw increased attendance 
in all four of our concert offerings, the addition of a 
second site for Neighborhood Strings, and statewide 
recognition for our work in creative youth development. 
The hard work, passion and dedication of our Board of 
Directors, musicians, staff and volunteers made all of 
this possible.

Moving forward, we are developing strategies for 
sustainability as we continue to grow and serve our 
community. The power of the arts to enrich and inspire 
is at the core of our organization. I hope that you will 
continue this incredible journey with us as we begin 
our second decade of making music and making our 
community a better place to live.

With gratitude,

Tracy Kraus
Executive Director

From the Executive Director



Program Impact – Neighborhood Strings

Neighborhood Strings had a successful fourth year and took many exciting 
steps toward the goal of connecting Worcester Chamber Music Society 
musicians with youth from the diverse and underserved communities in 

Main South and Downtown. The biggest new development was our new teaching 
site at Seven Hills Public Charter School. 

Neighborhood Strings served 38 students, ages 7-14, expanded from 28 students 
in 2014-15. Our mentors are a critical part of our work; 17 mentors from 
Worcester high schools and colleges, and graduates attend the program regularly 
and work intensely with youth, deepening both artistic progress and quality of 
relationships. 

Neighborhood Strings was recognized by the Massachusetts Cultural Council as 
a Creative Youth Development program, and awarded a grant from the MCC’s 
Community Music Initiative, Ser Hacer (To be, To make).

Results from Neighborhood Strings Evaluation:

	 •		 Students	are	beginning	to	fulfill	social	goals	—higher	expectations,	 
  building confidence, recognize options for the future
	 •		 Neighborhood	Strings	students	performed	well	above	the	school	average
	 •		 90%	weekly	attendance	rate
	 •		 High	parent	engagement	
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A Mentor’s Reflection – Stella Chaves, age 16

The Neighborhood Strings Program has 
had more of an impact on me than 
anything that I have ever done before. 

By mentoring the students in the program, I 
learned how to be a teacher and role model, 
how to have patience, be caring, and I realized 
how important it is to give back and how much 
of an impact that people can have in the world, 
just by volunteering their time and talents. The 
one thing that is certain is that the students of 
the NS Program have changed my life as I now 
desire to be a teacher, especially in the area of 
underserved communities, as my career.  

A Student’s Experience – Peter’s Story

We met Peter Korfuzi in the first year 
of Neighborhood Strings. Then nine 
years old, Peter had a story similar to 

many children in Main South. His parents are 
Albanian immigrants, and his family face tough 
circumstances. Despite significant challenges, 
Peter is a bright student, and enthusiastically 
chose to participate in Neighborhood Strings. 
He picked the viola, and quickly progressed to 
be one of the top students in the program.

After just three years in the program, and having discovered a real love for music, 
Peter was ready to attend WCMS’s Summer Chamber Music Camp with a  
full scholarship. 

Through connections he made at camp, he was able to attend a two-week 
overnight orchestra camp in Boston at the Longy School of Music.

The amazing widening of Peter’s world that he achieved through music after a 
relatively short time in the program felt like a realization of the dream we pursue 
for each child in our program. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2016-2017

Richard Whitten, President
Daniel Carlson, Vice President
Cheri Carty, Treasurer
Karmen Bogdesic, Clerk
Frances Jacobson
Evelyn Karet 
Gary Keilson
Matthew Malsky
Elisabet Mandon
Ann Molloy
Ellen More
Lisa Piehler
Phyllis Pollack*
Carol Seager

   * Board President, 2014-2016

STAFF
Tracy Kraus, Executive Director
Ariana Falk, Education Director
Peter Sulski, Assistant Neighborhood Strings
Rohan Gregory, Teaching Artist, Neighborhood Strings
Jason Tockey, Administrative Assistant/Marketing Coordinator

 As a Board member, I know the organization is extremely well-run   
 thanks to the collaborative spirit of the executive team, the musicians   
 and the board. Personally, as a donor, I can tell you that your dollars are   
 spent wisely! These past ten years, the organization has become a major   
 cultural asset in our community. I feel so blessed to be a part of it all!

   - Lisa Piehler, recently retired Executive Director of the Central   
     Massachusetts Chapter of the American Red Cross

“
”

Musicians

Mark Berger, violin
Krista Buckland Reisner, violin
Ariana Falk, cello
Joshua Gordon, cello
Rohan Gregory, violin
Randall Hodgkinson, piano
Tracy Kraus, flute
David Russell, cello
Peter Sulski, viola
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LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
(Virtuoso, Encore & Suite)
     
Virtuoso  ($5000 and up)

Amelia Peabody Foundation
Bay State Savings Bank
Fletcher Foundation
Greater Worcester  
 Community Foundation
Claire Ellis &  
 Charles Greenberg
Nora Keil
Tracy & Morey Kraus
Massachusetts Cultural   
 Council
C. Jean McDonough
Charles & Nydia Moser
PEACE Fund of the Greater 
Worcester Community 
 Foundation
Stoddard Charitable Trust
Ruth Susan Westheimer

Encore	($2000-$4999)

Fred Harris Daniels  
 Foundation
DCU for Kids Foundation
Digital Federal Credit Union
Ruth H. and Warren A.  
 Ellsworth Foundation
Jeffrey Paster & Karen Keefe
Barret & Mahroo Morgan
Sue Wedda &  
 Michelle Rediker
Gerd Reinig
Carol L. Seager
Richard & Phyllis Whitten

Krista Buckland Reisner & 
 Andrew Reisner   
Rollstone Bank Charitable   
 Foundation
Lance & Melissa Schachterle
Barbara Scolnick
Lawrence & Katherine Van Cura
Webster Five Foundation

Intermezzo	($300-$499)

David Stevens & Marj Albright
Bernie & Frank Birch
Tom & Patsy Cecil
Abraham & Linda Haddad
Warren L. & Barbara 
 Henderson
David & Barbara Krashes
Karen Ludington & 
 Thomas Lynch
Honee Hess & Phil Magnusson
Barbara & Eugene McCarthy
Phyllis Pollack and Peter Metz
Karmen Bogdesic & 
 Dinko Vujic
Steve Taviner & 
 Matthias Waschek

Continuo		($200-$299)

Henry Abraham
Kenneth Bibeau
Mrs. Donald Bloom
Linda Foxworthy & 
 Alan Brown
Cheri Carty
Gerry & Cay Castonguay
Kathleen Corcoran
Patricia Czerny
Thomas Darling
Chrysanthe Demetry
Phyllis Estus
Orest Fedan

Suite	($1000-$1999)

Amateur Chamber Music   
 Players Foundation
Daniel & Ann Carlson
Philip Falk
David Dimenstein &  
 Deborah Feingold
J. Irving England and Jane L.   
 England Charitable Trust
Lisa Kirby Gibbs and  
 Peter Gibbs
Ellen More & Micha Hofri
Catherine Levine
Stephen & Valerie Loring
Jeanne B. Lynch
M. Steinert & Sons
Massachusetts College of   
 Pharmacy and Health  
 Sciences
Thomas & Elena Powers
Reliant Medical Group  
 Foundation
John & Ellen Savickas
Richard and Glena Sisson
TJ Woods Insurance

Sostenuto	($500-$999)

Joseph Styborski &  
 Joanna Bauer
Paulette Bluemel
Olive I. and Anthony A. 
 Borgatti Jr. Donor Advised  
 Fund of the Greater   
 Worcester Community   
 Foundation
Fletcher Tilton, PC
Mark Houghton
Dr. Evelyn Karet
Sue Miller & Gary Keilson
Roger & Barbara Kohin
L & R Sales

Thank you!
SUPPORTERS  September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016
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Richard Ford
Geoffrey & Janet Graeber
Fred & Susie Harburg
Jillian Hensley
Philip C. & Ruth Heywood
James Pease & 
 Janice Hitzhusen
Emily & James Holdstein
Edward Landau
Steve & Mary Lee Ledbetter 
(instrument donation)
Gail Scully & James Liebmann
Matthew Malsky & 
 Nancy Newman
Ellen Kirkemo-Sautter
Susan Moran
Mickie & Don Nelson
Patrick J. O’Brien
Gillian Peckham
Lisa Piehler
Joel & Zenie Popkin
Mary Porter
Peter Martin & 
 Elizabeth Ryder
Julia Severens
Mark Spuria
Barbara Jean & Katherine   
 Stannard
Joseph & Joyce Tamer
Susan Vogel
Wegmans*
Ludovica & Stuart Weisberger
Mary Wisseman
Joan Zumpfe

Sonata	($100-$199)

Marsha E. Addis
Arzroon & Janet Abrahamian
Heather Robinson & 
 Rob Adler
Stuart Arbesfeld
Bob & Hildegard Armstrong
William & Carolyn Ames
Jeffrey & Lene Arnett
Bank of America Charitable   
 Foundation
Dr. Frederick & Isabele Bayon

Linda Young & 
 Robert Sorrenti
William M. Stein
Don and Judy Stoddard
Nancy Swayze
John & Susan Sweet
Judith Sullivan
David & Donna Talman
Octavia Taylor
Virginia Vaughan
Joyce & Don Virostek
James Welu
Richard Harris & 
 Nancy McClleand Wilson
Jean Wittman
Michiko Yamaguchi
Andrew Zimmerman

Prelude	($1-$99)

Rich & Wendy Ardizzone
Big Y*
Leslie & Susanne Blatt
Alan Catalano
Susan Corcoran
Brenda Verduin & 
 Herbert Dean
EcoTarium*
Judy Finkel
Trudy Goetting
Dwight Goodale
David Getz
Nancy & David Hagberg
John Hench
Jodi Hirschman
Christine Hmura
Hartmut & Katherine Kaiser
James & Joanne Kee
Emanuel Magid
Angela & Don McClain
Byron & Laura Menides
Sandra Meltzer
Ann C. Nelson
Rosalie Olds
Marge Purves
Avi Fischer & Elana Rudavsky
Laurel Sanderson
Sophie Sayigh

Susanne & Leslie Blatt
Joshua Gordon & 
 Naomi Botkin
Miguel & Shelia Canizares
Cynthia Carruthers
Paul Kreswick & 
 Leslie Choquette
Shirley Clark
Samantha McDonald & 
 Ossian Cooney
Ronald & Carol Dorris
Philip & Maribeth Eugene
Barbara E. Fargo
Deborah & Dan Fins
Ann & JP Flatt
John & Jane Ford
Joan Freedman
Peter & Mary Ann Grigg
Gillian Hensley
William Kadish & 
 Marie Hobart
Sandra Honig
Martha P. Grace & 
 Nathan Hurowitz
Frances & Howard Jacobson
Richard Kimball
Jonathan Scott & Jeannie B.   
 Lavine
Jeffrey & Otti Levine
Paul & Nel Lazour
Elisabet Mandon
The Music Club of Worcester
Laura Myers
Charlene Nemeth
Matthew Panagiotu
Barbara Pantos
David Dollenmayer & 
 Linda Pape
Katherine Perkins
Larry & Carla Peterson
Stephen & Cynthia Pitcher
Marsha R. & Philip L. Platt
Richard Prager
Marge Purves
Linda Russell
Victor Evdokimoff & 
 Mary Santos
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Anne & Peter Schneider
Neel & Candace Smith
Judith Sullivan
Elise Underhill
Wooberry*
Shoshanah Zaritt
Charlotte & Manny Zax

WORCESTER 
CHAMBER MUSIC 
SOCIETY GRATEFULLY 
ACKNOWLEDGES 

Gifts in Honor of:

Lisa Piehler

Gifts in Memory of:

Charles Severens

Local Cultural Councils 
(funded by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council)

Acton/Boxborough, Ayer, 
Bolton, Grafton, Harvard, 
Leominster, Paxton, and 
Shrewsbury 

Media Sponsors

Charter TV 13
Worcester Business Journal
Worcester Magazine
Worcester Telegram 

Very Open Rehearsal 
Hosting 

Lisa Kirby Gibbs &  
 Peter Gibbs  
John & Ellen Savickas 
Ruth Westheimer

*In-Kind Donations

Volunteers

Ken Bibeau
Berni Birch
Charlotte and Lillian Cain

Season Program Book 
Advertisers

Bay State Savings Bank
Bean Counter Bakery
Briarwood Continuing Care   
 Retirement
Burkart Flutes and Piccolos 
Carol Seager Associates, Inc.
Carriage House Violins
Charter TV 13
Handel & Haydn Society
Hanover Theatre
Johnson String Instrument
Joy of Music Program
M. Steinert & Sons
Master Singers of Worcester
Mechanics Hall
Music Worcester
Musicians of the 
 Old Post Road
Pakachoag Music
Reliant Medical Group
Salisbury Singers
Worcester Business Journal
Worcester Chorus
Worcester Historical Museum
Worcester Music Academy

We sincerely thank all of our 
donors and corporate sponsors 
for their support. We apologize 
for any errors or omissions in 
this listing. Please contact us so 
that we may address the error 
for future publications.

Debra Doerfer
John Girard
Barbara and Rob Harden
Ed and Maryanna Heister
Jodi Hirschman
Dan Kelleher
Rick Kimball
Noah Magid
Zoe Magid
Mora McAvey
Laura Myers
Pauline and Richard Pinkes
Ruth Seward
Judith Sullivan

Community Partners

Clark University
Holy Cross College
Mechanics Hall
Music Worcester
Seven Hills Charter Public   
 School
Straight Up Cafe
Woodland Academy
Worcester Historical Museum

Neighborhood Strings 
Mentors

Larissa Beecher
Stella Chaves
Hannah Corney
David Dyson
David Getz
Nico Getz
Angelina Howard
Brittani Keilson
Rose Kendrick
Jill Michelhaugh
Lorraine Mihaliak
Lina Nguyen
Dara Parsons
Virginia Peck-Phillips
Melissa Skubel
Miranda Waltz-Peters
Jack Zhu

7



Statement of Financial Position
as of August 31, 2016
       
   2016 2015
Assets     
	 Operating	cash	 $		83,302	 $			80,829
 Grant and other receivables $    1,843  $     4,600
 Prepaid expenses $    5,052 $     4,084
 GWCF Agency Fund* $  81,725 $   46,221
 Total Assets $ 171,922 $ 135,734
                      *Greater Worcester Community Foundation

Liabilities & Net Assets
       Liabilities
	 	 Accounts	payable	and	accrued	expenses	 $				8,202	 $				9,194
  Deferred revenue $  17,227 $    3,515
  Total Liabilities $  25,429 $  12,709
       Net Assets
	 	 Unrestricted	 $	122,493	 $			90,025
  Temporarily restricted $   24,000 $   33,000
  Total Net Assets	 $	146,493	 $	123,025

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 171,922 $ 123,025

Revenues
	 Program	revenue	 $	130,614	 $	108,966
	 Contributions	 $	136,333	 $	142,952
	 Grants	and	foundations	 $			74,330	 $			66,943
	 Investment	income	 $					3,289	 $			(2,778)
 Total Revenues $ 344,566 $ 316,083

Expenses
 Program expenses $ 246,740 $ 230,358
	 Fundraising		 $		39,493	 $		11,949
 Administrative $  34,865 $  14,153
	 Total	Expenses	 $	321,098	 $	256,460

Change in Net Assets	 $		23,468	 $		59,623
 Net assets, beginning $ 123,025 $  63,402
	 Net	assets,	ending	 $	146,493	 $	123,025

8



Investment income 1%

Grants and
Foundations

22%

Contributions
39%

Programs       
38%

Other
Events

9%

Concerts
42%

Camp
23%

Neighborhood
Strings
26%

Revenue Sources

Program Expenses

9



I give to WCMS because the musicians are 
GREAT. Because music makes a difference 
in children’s (and adults’) lives. Because the 
world has been very good to me and it is time 
to give back. Because my dollars at a small 
organization like WCMS make a big difference. 
Because their music makes the world a better 
place. It would be hard to imagine Worcester 
without them.

- Nora Keil, a long time WCMS supporter

Nora Keil (right) receives the Music and Community Award at the 
10th Anniversary Gala. Photo with Lisa Piehler (left).

“

”

Worcester Chamber Music Society | 323 Main Street, Mechanics Hall, Worcester, MA 01608 
508.217.4450 | worcesterchambermusic.org


